Perspective for the Rio Grande Valley/Deep S. Texas

Region
April 15, 2021
Barry Goldsmith, NWS Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley, Texas,
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Key Takeaways
AAbove to muchabove average temperatures and below

average precipitation remains the forecast

ABased on this forecast becoming reality:

ADrought will worsen by June, and could continue through July. Exceptional
Droughtshouldc over most areas by mi eofXwne.orUnre
event will occur thereatfter.

AWildfire spread threat will remain extreme based on the combination of cured fuels
with additional drying. May could have additional critical low humidity events conducive
to rapid to explosive wildfire spread; June and July could as well.

AMunicipal and Agricultural water shortages will expand. Falcon Reservoir could fall
to levels last seen in 2013.

AThe threat for Widespread Severe Weather (Wind/Hail) is slim, but local events
cannot be ruled out, particularly in May and June.

AReverse Throttle? Could 2021 provide the *fourth* consecutive flood event in late

June or July? Impossible to predict specifics this far out.
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January-March 2021: The Dryness Continued

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
1/1/2021 - 3/31/2021 1/1/2021 - 3/31/2021

o - [N) [ ~ 3}

A Very Dry Compared with Average. Rainfall generally 0.75 to 2.5 inches (west to east) (average: 3 to 4.25
inches)

A Temperatures slightly above average; Feb. cold outbreak (Feb 11-20) tilted the scale towardfiav er ag e 0

A Frequentiidr y o f r ont-Sanuany, thBneagam in March, combined with the killing/curing freeze in
February, ensured intense drought and maintained dried out grasses and brush into April
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April 2021 So Far

A Limited rainfall so far; totals range from near
zero to 0.5 inch. This is generally zero to 25
percent of average.

A Sufficient rain from southeast Hidalgo
through central/eastern Cameron and
southeast Willacy (March 28-April 1) kept &
drought at moderate (D1) to severe (D2)
levels there

A The warmth held so far; temperatures
running 2 to 3 E above average

A Hazy, humid weather east; hot but light
winds west kept wildfire acreage down to
around 1,000 acres so far in April

A Extreme to Exceptional Drought continued il
for all areas north/we[,’;:‘.,kes,f,n
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Temperature: A 61% chance of above average. Seasonal average i Afternoons, Rising from ~ 9 0 ¢

(on5/1)to ~ 1 0 Qoe 7/10). Mornings: Rising from the upper 60s (5/1) to the upper 70s (7/31). Just a

6% chance of below average in 2021.

Probability of above average precipitation is 33%.

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Rainfall: A 34% chance of below average. Seasonal average: 6.5to 8.5 inches of rainfall
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May Outlook: Rio Grande Valley (McAllen as

Anchor Point)
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A Temperature: A 48% Chance of above average. Monthly average i Afternoons Rlsmg from~90e
to ~96e Mornings: Rising from ~70 to ~74e Just an 19% chance of below average.

A Precipitation: A 38% chance of below average. Monthly average: 2to 3inches of rainfall. A 29%

chance of above average.
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Protecting Lives and Property for 150 Years

Building a Weathé&teady Nation 7/


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/

Observed: March 16, 2021

T h eDraqughtlooko

Observed: April 13, 2021

O Observed: June 21, 2011

Observed: May 31, 2011*

. .. i *Analog assumes
Conditions should become similar or worse than mid June 2011. very warm/dry

Exceptional drought likely to cover most areas. conditions prevail
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